Europaisches Patentamt 

European Patent Office © Publication number: 0 283 570 

Office europeen des brevets A3 



© EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

© Application number: 87118133.5 © Int. CI. 4 : H04H 9/00 , H04N 17/00 , 

^ G10L 5/00 

@ Date of filing: 16.04.85 



© Priority: 26.04.84 US 604367 


© Applicant: A. C. Nielsen Company 


@ Date of publication of application: 


Nielsen Plaza 


Northbrook Illinois 60062(1)5) 


28.09.88 Bulletin 88/39 




@ Publication number of the earlier application in 


© Inventor: Kiewit, David 


2420 Seneca 


accordance with Art.76 EPC: 0 161 512 


Palm Harbor Florida(US) 


© Designated Contracting States: 


Inventor: Lu, Daozheng 


695 San Salvador 


AT BE CH DE FR GB IT LI NL 


Dunedin Florida(US) 


® Date of deferred publication of the search report: 


© Representative: Bauer, Robert, Dipl.-lng. et al 


12.10.88 Bulletin 88/41 


Boeters, Bauer & Partner Patentanwalte 




Thomas-Wimmer-Ring 14 




D-8000 Munchen 22(DE) 



® Signal identification system. 



© A system for identifying signals such as signals 
representative of television programs received from 
various sources "detects the occurrence of predeter- 
mined events such as scene changes in the video 
signal and extracts a signature from the signal. The 
signatures and the times of occurrence of the signa- 
ture are stored and subsequently compared with 
reference signatures to identify the signal. The sig- 
nature may be compared in pairs to increase resolu- 
tion, and the time interval between events or signa- 
tures may also be used to identify the signal, either 
TO by themselves or in conjunction with the signatures. 
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